Child Abuse

Thesis statement: Children exposed to abuse and neglect have various signs hence it’s a responsibility for the society to identify these signs and help the save the children from further damage.

I. Introduction

Child abuse is an action done against a child that causes harm to the child this can be in form of physical abuse, emotional abuse or sexual abuse whereas neglect is a failure to offer the necessary need a child requires such as a shelter, food, and education (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2013). Millions of children are exposed to abuse or neglect by their parents, caregivers or even strangers. Neglect and abuse of children normally have a long-term effect on the child and can result in death.
II. First subtopic: The four main types of child abuse

Topic sentence: The major categories of child abuses are physical abuse, emotional abuse, neglect, and sexual abuse. 

Child abuse is divided into physical abuse which is intentional physical harm to children done through punching, kicking, burning or even biting. It is characterized by bruises and a broken bone in a child. Additionally, intense physical abuse can cause the death of a child. Emotional abuse involves regular suppression of love, condemnation, and threatening of sexual or physical harm (McCoy & Keen, 2013). Sexual abuse involves intentional and forced exposure of children into sexual activities which the kid does not understand. This could be rape, prostitution, pornography or inappropriate touching of children’s genitalia. Neglect involves lack of provision of necessary needs of children and inattentive disregard of the child’s welfare.
III. Second Subtopic: Signs of child abuse

Topic sentence: Children often display signs of abuse, however; they are unable to complain of abuse due to fear.
Signs of physical abuse involve mysterious burns, bruises and fracture, mistreatment of pets, and being fearful of the parents or caregiver. Neglect of children is characterized by stealing of food, poor personal hygiene of the children, inadequate clothes especially during winter, desperately affectionate conduct, ravenous appetite (Zeanah & Humphreys, 2018). Emotional abuse symptoms include running away attempts, an abrupt decrease in self-esteem, nightmare, and suicidal attempts. Sexual abuse symptoms are difficult to time walking, fearful conducts, diseases and extreme sexual behavior for the child’s age.
IV. Third subtopic: Prevention of child abuse and neglect

Topic sentence:  Children need to be nurtured and not mistreated

Any suspicion of child abuse should be reported immediately and not delayed. Abused children are provided with medical care as well as mental health services to help them overcome the trauma (McCoy & Keen, 2013). Parents should identify ways to manage stress and avoid mistreating children. 

V. Conclusion
Child abuse and neglect results in emotional, physical and health damage of the children. Individuals who are expected to nurture these children are the one maltreating them. This is normally a violation of children’s right which is a crime. Therefore, any suspicion of child neglect should be reported immediately, it should not be delayed as the child suffering will become intense. punishment of children should be reasonable to avoid physical damage.
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